
 



 



 

Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) are non -native plants, animals, and pathogens 

that live primarily in water. They thrive in a new environment, and can cause 

economic loss, environmental damage and are harmful to human health.  



 



 

AIS can be transported by a variety of different pathways  which include:  

¶ Becoming attached to boat hulls, motors, trailers, and equipment  

¶ Being transported in bilge tanks, live wells, and engine cooling water  

¶ Becoming attached to float planes or  

¶ Field gear  

¶ Through aquarium trade  (as frozen or live aquatic food & bait)  

¶ Being released when aquariums or bait containers are emptied into water bodies  

¶ Being transferred by waterfowl and other animals (such as pets)  

¶ And accidental or deliberate release by individuals  

 



 



 

Lake Whatcom and  Lake Samish are both popular recreational sites for boaters 

visiting from all over the United States and Canada making boating a primary 

pathway  for the introduction and spread of AIS to and from Whatcom County lakes. 

This is why the current AIS program f ocuses on these lakes.  

 



 



 

AIS introductions can lead to a variety of economic, recreational, and environmental 

impacts to aquatic ecosystems because they can:  

¶ Attach to and damage boats and recreational equipment  

¶ Clog water intake pipes and impede the flo w of water to municipal water 

supplies, irrigation operations, and power plants  

¶ Create long - term taste and odor issues in drinking water  

¶ Make shoreline areas hazardous and uninviting for recreational users and 

waterfront property owners  

¶ Compete with native  species and spread toxic algal blooms  

 



 



 

It can take several years for some AIS to become established and for their impacts to 

become known. However, once a species becomes established it becomes 

increasingly difficult and costly to manage the population . By having a prevention 

program and inspecting watercraft before they launch in Whatcom County lakes, we 

can increase our chances of stopping aquatic invasive species from being introduced 

in the first place.  

 



 



 

Lake Whatcom and Lake Samish are both resi dential lakes located near Bellingham 

in Whatcom County, Washington. Both lakes are located very close to Interstate -5, 

the main Interstate Highway on the West Coast, making them very vulnerable to 

aquatic invasive species that could have hitched a ride on  recreational boats 

travelling along this route. However, Lake Whatcom is particularly vulnerable as it is 

a major source of drinking water. While inspection efforts are currently focused on 

these two lakes, the Aquatic Invasive Species Prevention Program aims to protect all 

Whatcom County waters by educating Whatcom County boaters to take steps to 

prevent the spread of aquatic invasive species when going from one waterbody to 

another.  

 



 



 

Lake Whatcom is an open, multiple -use lake that is the drinking wat er source for 

over 95,000 residents of Whatcom County and supports a variety of fish and wildlife 

species, both native and nonnative. The watershed is also home to over 15,000 

residents, and is an active recreational site for residents and visitors alike. The 

introduction of aquatic invasive species into Lake Whatcom could seriously 

compromise the municipal water supply resulting in millions of dollars in damages 

and mitigation costs.  

 



 



 

Lake Samish is an open, multiple -use lake that supports a variety of  fish and wildlife 

species, both native and nonnative. In addition to being home to a year - round 

Kokanee fishery, this lake is a source of drinking water for many lakeside residents, 

and is also an active recreational site for residents and non - residents.  

 



 



 

This section of the course includes detailed information on several species that are 

already present in Whatcom County lakes as well as some species of real concern. 

After completing this section, you should have a better understanding of what 

aquatic invasive species are, how they spread, and how they could potentially 

impact Whatcom County waters.  

 



 



 

Invasive aquatic plants of concern in Whatcom County include: Fragrant waterlily, 

purple loosestrife, Eurasian watermilfoil, garden loosestrife, and cu rly - leaf pondweed. 

All of these plants have already become established in Lake Whatcom. Lake Samish, 

on the other hand, is home to only one aquatic invasive plant: the fragrant waterlily.  

 

To prevent the spread of aquatic invasive plants, all plants and f ragments should be 

removed and be disposed of on site in a dry - land location away from the water every 

time  you leave a waterbody. Cleaning off any plants  from watercraft and gear is 

important not only to prevent these plants  from spreading but also becaus e other 

organisms can hitchhike on plants. In Washington State, traveling with aquatic 

plants on your equipment, boat or trailer on any public roadways is a misdemeanor.  

 



 



 

A fingernail -sized piece of Eurasian watermilfoil is all it takes to start a milfo il 

problem in another lake, but like other submersed aquatic plants they are unable to 

spread on land and can dry and decompose quickly. Eurasian watermilfoil has 

feather - like leaves and can reproduce rapidly, forming dense mats along the surface 

of the wa ter. This results in reduced light and can have negative impacts on native 

plant populations and water quality.  

 



 


